In vitro fermentations of hays with horse caecal (HCL) or sheep rumen (SRL) fluids as inocula were compared using the gas production method [1]. Four The difference between the inocula depended on the nature of the forage. In the case ' of grasses, changing the inoculum mainly affected the c value while with legumes the potential gas production (a+b) was also modified. The horse fluid might be more susceptible, at least at the beginning of the fermentation process, than the sheep fluid to the differences in cell wall characteristics between grasses and leg umes. Comparisons of rumen and caecal fermentation characteristics with the in vitro gas technique are in progress in our laboratory, using the same grass and legume samples, the in vivo digestibility of which had been measured simultaneously with sheep and horses.

